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http://drive.google.com/file/d/1O5uSuIpiFB1Vta-B3w-XdtHpm05Z17H6/view
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We need our ocean to plan for a sustainable future is available in 9 languages on YouTube.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XA02FuLYvo4&pp=ygUWZXVyb3BlYW4gcG9saWN5IG9mZmljZQ%3D%3D


A land-sea planning parallel
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Maritime 
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Maritime Spatial Planning (MSP) analyses and organises existing and future human activities in marine and 

coastal areas and identifies the most suitable way of managing them considering ecological, economic and 
social objectives.

A successful MSP helps mitigate the impact of human activities on marine ecosystems and contributes to a 

thriving, sustainable blue economy.  Today, over 47% of the world’s EEZ is covered by a marine spatial plan 
and 82 more core countries have committed to develop and implement plans in their maritime jurisdictions.



Ecosystem-based approach to MSP

An ecosystem-based approach (EBA) to MSP takes into 

account the carrying capacity of marine ecosystems 
against human pressures, including climate change.

EBA-MSP:
● Based on science 

● Knowledge of functioning marine ecosystems and 
their limited carrying capacity

● Integrated vision of a marine ecosystem and its 

variety of uses and services 
● Understanding of the nature-society relationship

● Understanding of relationships between stakeholders 
benefiting from nature’s resources and services 

● Includes space for nature

● Mitigates human pressures on marine ecosystems



Ecosystem-based approach to MSP

WWF EBA-MSP: 33 indicators across 4 different categories

1. Inclusion of nature:
● Based on robust environmental assessments

● Adheres to the mitigation hierarchy and applies the precautionary principle
● Planned activities remain within environmentally sustainable limits

● Biodiversity-inclusive (includes representative, well-connected networks of marine protected areas, blue 
carbon sites, restoration sites and migration corridors)

● Land–sea interactions are identified and analysed

1. Socioeconomic considerations:

● Long-term blue economy objectives are clearly defined and measurable
● Risks of conflicts among users are addressed
● Sea use by mobile activities, such as fisheries, is assessed and integrated

● Offshore renewable energy targets included – CO₂ neutrality respects biodiversity objectives
● Results from cross-sectoral public consultation are incorporated



Ecosystem-based approach to MSP

WWF EBA-MSP: 33 indicators across 4 different categories

3. Good ocean governance:
● Temporal and spatial uncertainties in the era of climate change are addressed

● Aligned with environmental and sectoral policies, with coordinated reporting and planning timelines
● Legally binding plan with a competent authority responsible for its development and implementation

● Multiple scenarios for sustainable sea use are considered

4. Comprehensiveness of the plan:

● Based on the best available scientific evidence, including intersectional research
● Includes industrial, ecological, cultural and societal functions

● Cross-border cooperation for effective planning, monitoring and enforcement
● Adaptive management framework applied
● Monitoring tools and mechanisms for alignment with key policies included

● Entire sea area is covered



The area of sea 
under the 
jurisdiction of EU 
Member States is 
larger than the 
total land area of 
the EU. Including 
its outlying 
regions 
(territories and 
entities in the 
Atlantic, Pacific 
and Caribbean), 
the EU has the 
world's largest 
maritime 
territory.



Ecosystem-based approach to
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In 2014, the EU adopted the Maritime 

Spatial Planning (MSP) Directive, 

which provides goals and 

requirements for a sustainable 

balance between nature and people in 

European sea basins. 

Under the MSP Directive, coastal EU 

Member States were required to have 

MSP in place by 2021. 
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Our assessments of MSPD implementation across the EU

https://www.wwf.eu/?6106591/Baltic-countries-lead-EU-for-sustainable-sea-space-management-but-still-put-nature-at-risk
https://www.wwf.eu/?11020941/Patchwork-planning-by-EU-Member-States-puts-Mediterranean-Seas-ecologic-and-economic-future-at-risk---WWF-report
https://www.wwf.eu/?7886416/North-Sea-and-North-East-Atlantic-Member-States-fail-to-plan-for-a-sustainable-future-in-their-seas
https://www.wwf.eu/?7886416/North-Sea-and-North-East-Atlantic-Member-States-fail-to-plan-for-a-sustainable-future-in-their-seas
https://www.wwf.eu/?13597341/Sustainable-planning-for-the-largest-EU-marine-areas-is-fractured-and-incomplete--WWF-report
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The EU is failing at EBA-MSP

Baltic Sea 
regional average

Ecosystem-based MSP in 

the Baltic has been partly 

successful.

49%

● Not enough MPAs, no 

space for restoration

● RSC delivers good 

stakeholder engagement 

and cross-boundary 

collaboration

Are 

North Sea 
regional average

Ecosystem-based MSP in 

the North Sea has been 

partly successful 

45%

● Plans fail to address 

socio-economic 

considerations

● Space for offshore wind 

aligned with the EU Green 

Deal targets

North-East Atlantic
regional average

MSP in the North-East 

Atlantic has failed to deliver 

ecosystem-based national 

strategies.

38%

● Plans fail to consider 

climate change 

● Policy timelines for MSFD 

and MSPD aligned

● All Macaronesia Outermost 

Regions have a plan

Mediterranean Sea
regional average

WWF’s assessment of MSP 

in the Mediterranean will be 

published in June 2023.

45%

● 2 out of 8 Member States 

without MSP

● France and Spain 

designate 30% MPAs 

(<2% management plans)
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MSP challenges and opportunities

The challenges of folding 

fisheries into MSP

Failing to meet 30x30

Overlooking the role of blue 

carbon to tackle climate 

change

The need to improve cross-

border cooperation
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WWF calls on countries to

1. Promote ongoing, meaningful engagement with stakeholders to raise awareness of MSP, 
address scepticism, and incorporate their knowledge and needs into planning.

2. Strengthen marine ecosystem and climate research, set clear monitoring goals, and support 
open data sharing.

3. Create a well-managed, connected MPA network in line with the 30x30 target.

4. Identify offshore renewable energy zones through participatory processes and end fossil fuel 
extraction in line with the Paris Agreement.

5. Map, monitor and protect blue carbon ecosystems, including seafloor habitats, to support 
nature-based climate solutions.

6. Work with the fishing sector to integrate them into MSP decisions, protect biodiversity, sustain 
socio-economic benefits, cut overfishing, and assess risks from restricted fishing grounds.
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